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Copyright © 2026 All rights reserved worldwide. 

YOUR RIGHTS: This booklet is restricted to your personal 

use only. It does not come with any other rights. 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER: This booklet is protected by 

international copyright law however; parts of this booklet 

may be reproduced subject to specific acknowledgement 

of their source. 

The author has made every reasonable effort to be as 

accurate and complete as possible in the creation of this 

booklet and to ensure that the information provided is free 

from errors. 

The purpose of this booklet is to educate with no 

guarantees of results implied. The publisher, author or 

reseller of this booklet can therefore not be held 

accountable for any poor results you may attain when 

implementing the techniques or when following any 

guidelines set out for you in this booklet.  

Before you take action, look into the facts yourself — do 

your own research. Study those facts, verify what you 

can, and make your move based on what you know to be 

true — not on anyone's word alone. 
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"For my granddaughters and for every young person 

who deserves a clear view of the world they will inherit". 

 Love Always, Pop 
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From the Author 

In 1878, Congress passed a law that quietly removed 

local democracy from the nation’s capital. Washington, 

D.C. was placed under appointed commissioners. The 

people who lived there no longer chose their own leaders. 

No crisis. No uprising. No public vote, just Reorganization. 

Nearly a century later, in 1973, Congress allowed the city 

to elect a mayor and council again. But Congress kept the 

final authority over every law and every dollar the city 

spends. Home rule was granted — but not restored. 

The structure built in 1878 never disappeared. It simply 

changed shape and is being deployed differently. 

This matters because it shows something bigger than one 

city's story. It shows how power can centralize quietly. 

How rights can shrink without a sound. How freedom can 

return in pieces — and only on someone else’s terms. 

What happened in D.C. is not the whole story of America. 

But it is a reminder of how quickly the balance between 

the governed and the governing can shift. It also shows us 

how easily people can lose interest in their own future 

until the future is already decided for them. 

My job is to gather the information and warn you.  

Please Consider Yourself Warned. 
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Introduction 
       The Pattern Exposed 

Power does not usually change in dramatic moments. It 

changes in the margins — in the exceptions, the 

emergencies, the temporary measures that quietly 

become permanent. Every generation believes it will 

recognize the moment when power goes too far, but the 

truth is simpler and more uncomfortable: the moment 

never looks like a moment at all. 

 It looks like paperwork. 

 It looks like procedure. 

 It looks like protection. 

 And that is why it works. 

 

Across American history, the same structure repeats: 

 A crisis creates urgency. 

 Urgency creates exceptions. 

 Exceptions become routine. 

 Routine becomes structure. 

 And structure becomes the new normal. 

 

This pattern is not partisan. It is not ideological. It is 

architectural — built into the way institutions behave when 

no one is watching closely. 
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1878: The First Quiet Shift 

In 1878, Congress removed home rule from the District of 

Columbia. The justification was administrative efficiency 

— a cleaner, more “professional” way to run the capital. 

But the effect was unmistakable: republic control was 

replaced with appointed authority. A temporary fix 

hardened into a permanent structure, and the people 

living in the nation’s capital lost their voice for nearly a 

century. 

 No riots. 

 No headlines. 

 Just a quiet rearrangement of power. 

 The pattern’s first modern footprint. 

 

1973: A Law Meant to Restrain Ends up Expanding 

After Vietnam, Congress passed the War Powers Act to 

prevent a president from committing the nation to war 

without approval. It was supposed to restore balance. It 

was supposed to be a limit. 

But over the decades, presidents of both parties learned 

to work around it. Congress learned to tolerate it. And the 

public learned to expect it. A law meant to restrain power 

ended up normalizing unilateral military action. 

 A limit became a doorway. 

 A safeguard became a habit. 

 A habit became structure. 
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 The pattern repeats. 

 

2001: The Patriot Act Accelerates the Pattern 

Six weeks after the September 11 attacks, Congress 

passed the USA PATRIOT Act — an overnight overhaul 

of surveillance law that vastly expanded the government’s 

authority to spy on U.S. citizens, while reducing judicial 

oversight and public accountability.  

Many of its provisions had been on a longstanding law 

enforcements wish list, previously rejected multiple times. 

Congress reversed course under the pressure of national 

fear.  

 The Act broadened surveillance powers 
dramatically: 

 Easier monitoring of communications 

 Expanded access to business and financial records 

 Roving wiretaps 

 Reduced judicial oversight 

 Enhanced information‑sharing between agencies 

 A broader definition of terrorism‑related activity 

 

It marked a substantial shift in the balance between 

national security and civil liberties, embedding new 

surveillance structures into everyday governance.  

What began as an emergency measure became a 

permanent architecture. 
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The pattern—again 

 

The Shape of the Pattern 

Across 1878, 1973, and 2001, the same mechanism 

appears: 

 Crisis → Urgency 

 Urgency → Exceptions 

 Exceptions → Routine 

 Routine → Structure 

 Structure → New Normal 

 

Each shift is justified as temporary, necessary, or 

harmless. Each one moves authority a little further from 

the many and a little closer to the few. And each one 

becomes harder to reverse once the moment of crisis has 

passed. 

Power moves best when it moves quietly. 

 

Why This Booklet Exists 

The danger is not in any single law. 

The danger is in the accumulation. 

The slow drift of authority over decades, unnoticed until 

the guardrails are already gone. The pattern is not new. 

The pattern is not accidental. And the pattern is not 

finished. 
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This booklet begins here so that everything that follows 

can be seen through the right lens — not as isolated 

events, but as chapters in a long, repeating story about 

how power behaves when the public assumes someone 

else is watching the watchers. 

Once you see the pattern, you begin to recognize it 

everywhere. 
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Chapter 1 

Democracy or Republic 
      It's the People Who Forgot to Look 

 

A Republic Doesn't Die in a Moment 

It dies in the quiet years when the people stop looking. 

Not through a single dramatic collapse, but through a slow 

drift — one unchecked box, one unexamined candidate, 

one skipped election at a time. 

 

What We Think We Live In 

Most Americans say we live in a "democracy". It's a 

comforting word — simple, familiar, and easy to repeat. 

But the truth is more complicated. The United States is a 

constitutional republic with democratic elements. We don't 

vote on every law ourselves; we choose people who make 

decisions for us. 

And that choice — that responsibility — is where the real 

story begins. 

 

What a Republic Actually Requires 

A republic depends on one thing above all else: an 

engaged, informed public. Not perfect. Not experts. Just 

awake. 
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A republic assumes that the people will pay attention,  

evaluate candidates beyond party labels, hold 

representative’s accountable, show up even when it's 

inconvenient, and understand at least the basics of how 

power works. 

The founders understood this. They didn't pretend the 

system would run on autopilot. When Benjamin Franklin 

was asked what kind of government the Convention had 

created, he didn't say "a democracy". He said: 

"A republic — if you can keep it". 

That wasn’t pride. It was a warning. 

A republic survives only if the people stay awake. 

Thomas Jefferson echoed the same truth in his own way: 

"The time to guard against corruption and tyranny is 

before they shall have gotten hold on us". 

He knew the danger wasn't just in the halls of power — it 

was in the quiet moments when the people stop paying 

attention. 

 

How We Drifted Into Autopilot 

Over time, many of us stopped doing the work. Not out of 

malice — out of habit. Out of exhaustion. Out of 

distraction. Out of trust that “someone else” was watching. 

We started voting by the letter next to the name. 



 

 
17 
 

We stopped reading ballot measures. We skipped local 

elections. We let national drama drown out local 

consequences. We assumed the system would take care 

of itself. 

We forgot that the school board, the city council, the 

county commissioners, the state legislature — these are 

the people who shape our daily lives far more than 

Congress ever will. 

And when we check out, the system doesn't stop. It just 

keeps moving without us. 

 

What Happens When the People Stop Looking 

A republic doesn’t collapse when the people stop paying 

attention. It hardens. It centralizes. It becomes easier for 

power to shift quietly, because fewer people are watching 

the gears turn.  

Not because the system is evil. Not because politicians 

are uniquely corrupt, but because vacuum invites power. 

When citizens disengage, the system fills the empty 

space with bureaucracy, special interests, emergency 

powers, unexamined laws, and unchallenged 

assumptions. 

And then, years later, we look up and wonder how things 

changed so much. If we want a government that honors 

Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness, then we have 

to do more than repeat the words.  
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We have to participate with intention — not as Democrats, 

Republicans, or Independents, but as citizens who 

understand that freedom is not a spectator sport. 

Other Echoes that Time has Left Us 

Franklin didn’t say, "A republic, if the politicians can keep 

it". He said, "If you can keep it", the people. 

Thomas Jefferson once cautioned us when he said, 

"Freedom is not free; the price you must pay for 

freedom is eternal vigilance". 

The founders handed the responsibility to us — and we 

lost the vigilance needed to hold onto our republic. 
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Chapter 2 

The Constitution, Bill of Rights, 
      and the People Who Hold the Authority 

 

The Foundation and the Shield 

A free nation stands on two pillars: a foundation that 

restrains government, and a shield that protects the 

people. The Constitution is the foundation — the structure 

we built to limit the government we created. The Bill of 

Rights is the shield — the protection that comes not from 

government, but from the inherent rights given to every 

human being by their Creator. 

Neither document stands on its own. Both depend on the 

people who authored them. 

 

We the People Created the Constitution 

The opening words are not poetry. They are ownership: 

"We the People… do ordain and establish 

this Constitution…" 

This is not inheritance language. 

This is creation language. 

It means: 

 The people are the source of political authority. 



 

 
20 
 

 The government exists because the people brought 
it into existence. 

 The Constitution is a contract written by the 
governed, not a gift from rulers. 

 Government power is delegated, not inherent. 

 

The founders did not hand us a government. 

"We created it".   

We defined its boundaries — We set its limits — We 

wrote its rules. 

The Constitution is not a leash on the people — it is a 

leash on the government. 

 

Our Rights Come From a Higher Source 

The Bill of Rights does not grant freedoms. 

It protects freedoms that already exist. 

The founders were explicit: rights come from God, nature, 

and the inherent dignity of the human person — not from 

government. That’s why the Bill of Rights is written as a 

list of prohibitions: 

 "Congress shall make no law…" 

 "Shall not be infringed…" 

 "No person shall be deprived…" 

 "No unreasonable searches…" 
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These are not permissions. 

They are barriers. 

The government is being told: These rights are not 
yours to give or take. They belong to the people. 

 

The Bill of Rights is not a gift. 

It is a warning. 

 

Why This Distinction Matters 

When people forget that they created the Constitution, 

they start to believe the government is the master instead 

of the servant. When they forget that rights come from a 

higher source, they start to believe rights can be 

negotiated, limited, or traded away. 

And once people believe rights come from 
government, they stop defending them. 

They stop questioning. 

They stop paying attention. 

 

That is when power shifts quietly. 

That is when rights erode slowly. 

That is when the foundation cracks and the shield 
weakens. 
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How We Drifted Away From Our Own Documents 

Over time, many Americans stopped reading the 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Not out of disrespect — 

out of distraction. Out of trust. Out of the belief that these 

documents were self-enforcing. 

We began treating the Constitution like a symbol 
instead of a contract. 

We began treating the Bill of Rights like a suggestion 
instead of a boundary. 

We assumed someone else — courts, politicians, 
experts — would guard them for us. 

 

But the founders never intended that. 

They knew these documents were only as strong as the 

people who understood them. 

 

The Founders Warned Us 

Remember, Benjamin Franklin, when asked what kind of 

government had been created, answered: 

"A republic — if you can keep it". 

He wasn’t warning the government. 

He was warning the people. 
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Thomas Jefferson echoed the same truth: 

"The time to guard against corruption and tyranny is 

before they shall have gotten hold on us". 

They both understood that the danger begins long before 

the people notice it — in the years when they stop paying 

attention. 

 

Why This Matters Now 

The Constitution limits government. 

The Bill of Rights limits government over "We the People". 

Only the people can enforce those limits. 

 
A foundation must be maintained. 

A shield must be held up. 

A republic must be kept. 

 

The founders gave the authority to us — not to parties, 

not to politicians, not to institutions — to us. 

If we want a government that honors Life, Liberty, and the 

Pursuit of Happiness, then we must remember the truth 

written into the very first words: 

We the People created this government. 

We the People set its limits. 

And only We the People can keep it. 
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Chapter 3 

How a Republic Drifted 
    Into a System of Rules, UCCodes, 

       and Corporate Power 

 

A Change No One Voted On 

A constitutional republic is supposed to operate under 

common law — a system grounded in natural rights, due 

process, and the presumption that the individual is 

sovereign. But over the last century, the United States 

quietly shifted into something else: a system governed by 

administrative rules, regulatory codes, and corporate‑style 

procedures. 

This wasn't a revolution. 

It was a drift — slow, quiet, and unnoticed by most of the 

people who were supposed to guard the boundaries. 

 

Common Law: The System Built for Free People 

Common law recognizes that rights come from a higher 

source — God, nature, and the inherent dignity of the 

human person. Under common law: 

 The individual is presumed free 

 The government must justify its actions 

 Rights exist before government 
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 Precedent and due process guide decisions 

 The burden is on the state, not the citizen 

This is the system the founders expected us to maintain. 

It aligns with We the People. It aligns with the "Bill of 

Rights". It aligns with the idea that government is the 

servant, not the master. Common law recognizes the 

person. 

 

The 1911 Turning Point 

By 1911, the Supreme Court began expanding the idea of 

"police powers", declaring that states could regulate 

almost any aspect of life to protect: 

 Public morals 

 Public safety 

 Public health 

 Public convenience 

 The common good 

 

This interpretation opened the door to a new kind of 

government — one that could justify almost any rule, 

regulation, or restriction under the banner of "public 

welfare". 

It wasn't tyranny, it was permission. Permission for the 

state to grow, permission for agencies to expand and 

permission for regulations to replace our rights. 
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The Rise of Administrative Power 

As legislatures delegated more authority to agencies, a 

parallel system grew alongside the constitutional one. 

Agencies began writing rules, not laws. Courts began 

deferring to agencies. Regulations multiplied. And slowly, 

the daily life of the average American became governed 

not by constitutional principles, but by administrative 

codes. 

The Supreme Court has said it plainly: 

Administrative rules are not laws.   

Only Congress can make laws. 

Yet today, most Americans live under: 

 Agency rules 

 Regulatory codes 

 Licensing requirements 

 Compliance mandates 

 Procedural penalties 

 

This is not the language of a free people. This is the 

language of a regulated entity. 

 

A System That Behaves Like a Corporation 

Administrative rulemaking operates like a corporate policy 

manual. It is: 
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 Procedural 

 Transactional 

 Compliance driven 

 Enforced through fees and penalties 

 Written in technical, bureaucratic language 

 

This is why the system feels like commerce law. 

 You, me, we "apply" for rights. 

 You, me, we "register" your property. 

 You, me, we "obtain" permission. 

 You, me, we "renew" your status. 

 You, me, we "comply" with codes. 

 

These are the mechanics of a corporation, not a 

constitutional republic. 

And today, we have corporate‑style rulings, corporate 

‑style enforcement and corporate‑style courts. 

We have built a government that behaves like a business 

— and treats the people like entries on a ledger. 

 

The Explosion of Rules 

Under this system, the number of rules has grown beyond 

comprehension. Some estimates say there are over 45 

million laws, regulations, and administrative provisions 
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— and that doesn’t even include the IRS code, which is a 

world of its own. 

No one can know them all. No one can follow them all. No 

one can even count them all. A system with that many 

rules is not designed for freedom. It is designed for 

control. 

 
Even Adversaries Know the Power of Control 

In the 17th century, Lavrentiy Beria—Stalin's feared 
secret‑police chief—boasted, "Show me the man, and I'll 
show you the crime". Long before him, Cardinal Richelieu 
warned, "Give me six lines written by the most honest 
man, and I will find enough to hang him". Separated by 
centuries, both men were pointing to the same truth: with 
enough information about a person, authority can 
manufacture guilt out of almost anything. 

A man who fears losing what he has built—his property, 
his reputation, his standing—becomes an easy target for 
domination. That fear is the lever by which control is 
applied, and once someone holds that lever, they hold 
you. 

 

Administrative Courts: Justice without a Constitution 

To enforce these rules, agencies created their own courts 

— administrative tribunals that operate inside the 

executive branch. These are not Article III courts. They do 

not offer full constitutional protections. They often allow: 

 No jury 

 Relaxed evidence standards 
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 Agency employees acting as judges 

 The same agency serving as lawmaker, 
prosecutor, and judge 

These are not "fictitious courts". They are administrative 

courts — real, but not constitutional. They enforce rules, 

not rights. They protect agencies, not individuals. They 

operate like corporate compliance departments, not courts 

of law. 

This is how a nation founded on common law drifted into a 

system that behaves like commerce law. 

 

How the Drift Happened 

This wasn't a conspiracy. It was a vacuum — created 

when the people stopped guarding the limits they wrote. 

The drift happened because: 

 Congress delegated power to agencies 

 Agencies wrote rules 

 Courts deferred to agencies 

 People accepted a "permission culture" 

 Rights slowly began to behave like privileges 

 

This is exactly what Franklin and Jefferson warned about. 

Not a dramatic collapse — a quiet drift. 
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Where Does This Leaves Us 

The Constitution is still there. The Bill of Rights is still 

there. Common law is still the foundation. But 

administrative power has grown into a parallel system — 

one that treats people like regulated entities instead of 

sovereign citizens. 

And the founders left the responsibility in our hand. 

We the People created this government. 

We the People set its limits. 

And only We the People can return it to the system we 

were meant to live under. 
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Chapter 4 

1933: When Emergency Powers 
        Turned Inward 

 

The Birth of Procedural Authority 

Long before 1933, long before the modern administrative 

state, the federal government tested something subtle 

during the Civil War; the idea that a document's validity 

could depend not on its content, but on a federal 

procedure. 

The Revenue Acts of 1862 and 1863 required certain 

everyday documents — contracts, notes, agreements — 

to carry a federal revenue stamp. Without the stamp, the 

document wasn't just "incomplete". It was inadmissible in 

court. A private agreement between two citizens became 

legally powerless until it passed through a federal 

checkpoint. 

If someone needed to use an unstamped document, they 

had to affix the stamp in the presence of the court, write 

their initials across it, and date the cancellation. A tiny 

ritual, but a revealing one; the federal government wasn't 

just taxing paper. It was asserting the authority to decide 

when a private act became legally real. 

It wasn't called "administrative law" yet. But the seed was 

there. A small procedural requirement created: 

 A dependency 
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 A point of federal validation 

 A precedent that legitimacy could be withheld until 

a process was satisfied 

By 1933, this logic would mature. Emergency powers, 

agencies, registrations, licenses, and forms would replace 

the stamp — but the principle was the same. The 

government didn’t need to change the words of the 

Constitution to change how power functioned. It only 

needed to control the procedures through which ordinary 

people accessed their rights. 

The 1863 stamp was a whisper, it was the echo. Today,  

we live inside the full chorus. 

 

Repeat and Rinse — Crisis That Opened a Door 

In March 1933, the United States faced a banking 

collapse unlike anything in its history. Banks were failing, 

withdrawals were accelerating, and confidence was 

evaporating. The nation was desperate for stability. In that 

moment of fear, Congress declared a national emergency 

and passed the Emergency Banking Act of 1933.  

The law was meant to restore order. It did that — but it 

also did something else. 

It expanded presidential authority in ways the founders 

never imagined, using powers originally designed for 

wartime enemies and applying them inside the United 

States. 
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A temporary fix became a permanent shift. 

 

 

The Trading With the Enemy Act 

The Emergency Banking Act amended the 1917 Trading 

With the Enemy Act, a law originally created for World 

War I. That law gave the President broad authority to 

regulate or restrict transactions involving foreign enemies. 

In 1933, during a domestic financial crisis, those same 

powers were extended to American citizens. Not because 

anyone intended tyranny. Because the crisis was urgent, 

the tools were available, and the moment demanded 

action. A wartime framework crossed the boundary 

between foreign and domestic. 

 

The People Became Subject to Wartime Authority 

Under the amended structure: 
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 The President could regulate gold, currency, and 
financial transactions 

 Emergency proclamations carried the force of law 

 Actions normally requiring Congress could be 
taken unilaterally 

 The definition of "emergency" expanded 

 The emergency itself never fully ended 

 

The emergency powers doctrine — once rare — became 

normalized. Courts upheld broad interpretations of 

emergency authority, noting that in times of crisis, actions 

that would normally be insignificant could become matters 

of "great moment".  

A new constitutional reality took shape. 

 

A Government That Learned to Govern by Emergency 

The 1933 emergency did not stay in 1933. It created a 

precedent: 

 If a crisis is serious enough, the rules can bend. 

 If the rules can bend once, they can bend again. 

 If they can bend again, they can bend often. 

 

Over time, emergency powers became a standing feature 

of American governance — not an exception, but a tool. 

Later laws, like the International Emergency Economic 

Powers Act (IEEPA), built on this foundation, giving 
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presidents broad authority to regulate economic activity 

during declared emergencies.  

The pattern repeated: 

Crisis - Urgency - Exceptions - Routine - Structure - New normal 

The People Didn't Notice the Shift 

Most Americans never read the Emergency Banking Act. 

They never saw the congressional declaration. They 

never realized that a wartime law had been repurposed 

for domestic use. 

They were focused on survival. They trusted the system. 

They assumed the emergency would end. But 

emergencies rarely end cleanly. And powers granted in 

crisis rarely disappear. 

 

A Quiet Redefinition of the Citizen 

Before 1933, the American citizen stood firmly outside the 

category of "enemy". After 1933, the legal distinction 

blurred. The government gained authority to regulate 

domestic financial behavior with tools originally meant for 

wartime adversaries. 

This did not make Americans literal enemies of the state. 

But it did make them subject to powers designed for 

enemies. 

That subtle shift changed the relationship between the 

people and their government — not through force, but 

through paperwork. 
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Where This Leaves Us 

The 1933 emergency powers shift is one of the most 

important — and least understood — turning points in 

American history. It marked the moment when: 

 Wartime authority entered domestic life 

 Emergency powers became normalized 

 The executive branch expanded quietly 

 The people's legal position shifted 

 The pattern of crisis-driven governance took root 

  

The Constitution remained. The Bill of Rights remained. 

But the balance between the people and the government 

changed. Not through a revolution. 

Through a moment of fear, a procedural act, and a door 

that once opened has never fully closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
39 
 

Chapter 5 

2012 The Year the Guardrail  

             Came Down 

 

A Line That Protected the Public 

For more than six decades, one quiet rule stood between 

the American people and the power of 

government‑crafted messaging. The Smith–Mundt Act of 

1948 drew a clear boundary: information created by the 

U.S. government for foreign audiences could not be 

turned inward on its own citizens. It was a simple 

protection with a simple purpose: 

A free people must know when their government is 

speaking to them — and when it is not. 

In 2012, that boundary was removed. 

 

A Change Folded Into a Larger Bill 

The Smith–Mundt Modernization Act of 2012 was not a 

headline. It was not debated on cable news. It was not 

presented to the public as a major shift. It was folded into 

a much larger authorization bill and signed the following 

year. 

The amendment did not create propaganda. It did not 

force anyone to believe anything. But it did something 

subtle and significant: 
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 It allowed government‑funded foreign messaging to 

circulate inside the United States. 

 

A guardrail that had stood since the early Cold War quietly 

disappeared. For the first time in America history, state 

created news was picked up by major media as a "real 

story". 

 

The Timing Made the Difference 

The change came at a moment when the nation was 

already strained: 

 People were exhausted from years of political 
division. 

 News was shifting from reporting to commentary. 

 Social media was accelerating emotion faster than 
truth. 

 Trust in institutions was thinning. 

 Every issue felt like a battlefield. 

 
Into that environment, the guardrail fell. And once it did, 
the information landscape changed in ways most 
Americans never noticed. 

 

A Fog Formed Around the Truth 

After the amendment, the line between information and 

persuasion blurred. Not because journalists became 

villains. not because citizens became gullible, but be- 
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cause the structure changed — and the timing amplified 

the effect. 

Government‑funded messaging originally designed for 

foreign audiences could now be accessed domestically. In 

a polarized nation, even small shifts in messaging can feel 

like tidal waves. 

People became more passionate, but less certain.  

They became more opinionated, but less informed.  

They became more connected, but less grounded.  

The news began to feel coordinated. The narratives 
began to feel pre-shaped, and the truth began to feel 
negotiable. 

Not because of conspiracy, but because a boundary that 
once protected the public was gone. 

 

A Change Most Americans Never Heard About 

Ask the average person about the 2012–2013 

amendment, and they will stare blankly. It was not a 

scandal. It was not a national debate. It was a procedural 

change inside a massive bill — the kind of quiet shift this 

booklet has been exposing from the beginning. 

 A crisis or justification creates urgency. 

 Urgency creates exceptions. 

 Exceptions become structure. 

 Structure becomes the new normal. 
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And the people, distracted and divided, they never saw 

the shift. 

 

The Cultural Consequences 

Once the guardrail came down, the information 

environment became louder, faster, and more emotional. 

The public began living inside a fog where: 

 Opinion feels like fact 

 Outrage feels like clarity 

 Emotion feels like truth 

 Disagreement feels like betrayal 

 Every side believes the other is blind 

 

This is not the fault of one administration. 

It is the result of a structural change that arrived at the 

worst possible moment — when the nation was already 

struggling to see clearly. 

 

Where This Leaves Us 

Today, Americans live in a world where the truth feels 

fuzzy, the news feels emotional, the facts feel optional, 

and the public cannot agree on what is real. 
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Not because people have changed. Not because the 

journalists have changed, but because the environment 

has changed. 

A guardrail that once protected the public was quietly 

removed, and the consequences have rippled through 

every conversation, every argument, every headline, and 

every election since. 

A republic cannot survive if the people cannot see clearly. 

And the people cannot see clearly when the information 

around them is shaped by forces they do not recognize. 

 

This chapter has not been about blame. 

It was about understanding the moment when the fog 

thickened — and why so many Americans feel lost inside 

it.                                                                                                                                                                                 
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Chapter 6   

The Price of Liberty 
        Seeing for Yourself 

 

A Truth Older Than Any Administration 

Across the last hundred years, laws have shifted, 

emergencies have stretched, and information has blurred. 

But beneath all of it lies a truth older than any president, 

any party, or any crisis. A truth whispered through 

generations, often misattributed, but never diminished: 

 

THE  PRICE  OF  FREEDOM  IS  ETERNAL  VIGILANCE 

 

Historians debate who first said it. Some attribute it to 

early 19th‑century statesmen, others to Irish or American 

voices of the era. But the origin matters less than the 

meaning — the meaning is the heartbeat of a republic. 

A free people stay free only when they choose to look for 

themselves. 

 Not because someone tells them to. 

 Not because they agree with a particular view. 

 But because freedom demands attention. 
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The Drift Happened Because People Stopped Looking 

Every chapter in this booklet has shown a different 

moment when the nation drifted: 

 Emergencies became structure 

 Foreign powers became domestic tools 

 Administrative authority filled the vacuum 

 Information boundaries blurred 

 Truth became foggy 

 Passion replaced clarity 

 

None of these shifts happened overnight. None happened 

by force. None happened because the people were weak. 

They happened because the people were busy. 

 Tired. 

 Distracted. 

 Trusting. 

 Human. 

 

A republic does not fall in a single moment. 

It drifts when the people assume someone else is 

watching. 
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The Founders Expected us to be the Guardrails 

The Constitution was never meant to run on autopilot. 

It was designed to be powered by the people — not by 

experts, not by elites, not by parties, not by institutions. 

The founders believed in something radical: The people 

themselves would be the final check on power. 

Not through rebellion. Not through anger. It’s put in check 

through awareness, through vigilance and through the 

simple act of paying attention. 

 

Seeing Clearly is a Choice 

In a world of noise, outrage, and opinion, clarity does not 
arrive on its own. It must be chosen. It must be practiced. 
It must be protected. 

Seeing clearly means: 

 Slowing down when the world speeds up 

 Questioning narratives without becoming cynical 

 Listening without surrendering your judgment 

 Recognizing patterns without assuming conspire- 
acies 

 Caring enough to look deeper than headlines 

 

It does not mean thinking like anyone else. It does not 

mean agreeing with this booklet. It does not mean 

adopting someone else's conclusions. What it means is 
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you start thinking for yourself — because no one can do 

that for you. 

 

The Drift Can Be Reversed 

A republic does not stay alive because its government is 

strong. 

It stays alive because its people are awake. 

The drift of the last century — slow, quiet, procedural — 

can be reversed the same way it began: 

 One person paying attention 

 One person asking questions 

 One person refusing to be swept into the fog 

 One person choosing clarity over comfort 

 

And when enough individuals do that, something 

remarkable happens: the people become the guardrails 

again. 

 

What You Owe Yourself — and the Next Generation 

You don’t owe your children or grandchildren your 

conclusions. 

You don’t owe them your politics. You don’t owe them 

your fears. You owe them your vigilance. You owe them 

your example.  
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You owe them the courage to look for yourself — so they 

learn to do the same. 

Because the truth is simple, and it is the final truth of this 

booklet: A free people stay free only when they choose to 

see. 

 

 

 

 

"A diffusion of knowledge is the only guardian of true 

liberty".         James Madison 
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Chapter 7 

How a Republic is Kept 

 

A Republic Is Not Self‑Maintaining 

As we mentioned on page 16, when Benjamin Franklin 

walked out of the Constitutional Convention in 1787, a 

woman asked him what kind of government the delegates 

had created. His answer was simple: 

A republic — if you can keep it. 

He didn't say the government would keep it. He didn't say 

the courts would keep it. He didn't say the parties would 

keep it. 

He placed the responsibility squarely on the people. A 

republic is not a machine that runs on its own. It is a living 

agreement that survives only if the people stay engaged. 

 

The Drift Happened Because People Stepped Back 

Across the last century, the pattern has been clear: 

 Emergencies stretched the rules 

 Agencies filled the vacuum 

 Information blurred 

 Power centralized 

 Oversight weakened 
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None of this happened because the people were 

powerless. 

It happened because the people were absent. 

 Not intentionally. 

 Not maliciously. 

 Just humanly. 

 

People were working, raising families, trusting institutions, 

and assuming the system would take care of itself. But a 

republic cannot be maintained on trust alone. It requires 

attention — not constant, not obsessive, but steady. 

 

We Always Were Meant to be the Guardrails 

The Constitution was designed with a radical assumption: 

 The people would be the final check on power. 

 Not through rebellion. 

 Not through violence. 

 But through participation. 

 

Through: 

 Voting 

 Questioning 

 Reading 

 Watching 
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 Discussing 

 Holding leaders accountable 

 Refusing to be swept into the fog 

 

The founders believed that ordinary citizens — not elites 

— would be the guardians of liberty. 

 

A Republic is Kept Through Small, Consistent Acts 

Keeping a republic does not require grand gestures. 

It requires small, steady habits: 

 Paying attention to how laws change 

 Noticing when emergencies become permanent 

 Recognizing when information becomes emotional 
instead of factual 

 Asking who benefits from confusion 

 Refusing to surrender your judgment to noise 

 Teaching the next generation to think for 
themselves 

 

These are not political acts. They are civic acts. 

They are the quiet behaviors that keep a free society from 

drifting into something else. 
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Clarity is a Civic Duty 

In a world of outrage and opinion, clarity is not automatic. 

It must be chosen. 

Seeing clearly means: 

 Slowing down when the world speeds up 

 Separating fact from feeling 

 Listening without surrendering your mind 

 Questioning without becoming cynical 

 Caring enough to look deeper than headlines 

 

A republic is kept when its people refuse to be blinded by 

noise. 

 

Disagreement is Not a Threat — It's a Requirement 

The founders expected disagreement. They built the 

system around it. A republic does not require everyone to 

think alike. It requires everyone to think. 

The danger is not disagreement. The danger is apathy. 

The danger is surrendering your judgment to someone 

else. The danger and I dare say evil is you believing your 

voice doesn’t matter. 

A republic is kept when people disagree honestly, openly, 

and with respect — because disagreement forces clarity, 

and clarity forces accountability. 
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The People Are the Only Permanent Safeguard 

 Laws change. 

 Parties change. 

 Leaders change. 

 Institutions rise and fall. 

The only constant in a republic is the people. If the people 

stay awake, the republic stands. If the people drift, the 

republic drifts with them. 

 The founders knew this. 

 History proves it. 

 The last century of quiet shifts confirms it. 

 A republic is not kept by force. 

 It is kept by attention. 

 

 

 

 

 

As Edmond Burke, who is best known as the father of 

modern conservatism once said, "All that is necessary 

for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing". 
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Chapter 8 

The Quiet Shift 
         In American Education 

 

A Change No One Announced 

Most shifts in American life happen loudly — elections, 

wars, crises, and headlines. 

But some of the most important changes happen quietly, 

slowly, and without a single moment the public can point 

to. 

Education is one of them. 

Over the last half‑century, the American school system 

has undergone a subtle transformation. Not a collapse. 

Not a conspiracy, but a drift — the same kind of drift that 

has shaped every chapter of this booklet. 

A drift from teaching students on how to think and reason 

to teaching them what to think. 

This shift did not come from one party, one president, or 

one policy. 

It came from decades of reforms, pressures, trends, and 

cultural battles that slowly reshaped the purpose of 

school. 

And because it happened quietly, most people never 

noticed. 
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The Disappearance of Civics 

For generations, civics was the backbone of American 

education. Students learned: 

 How government works 

 What the Constitution says 

 What rights and responsibilities citizens hold 

 How laws are made 

 How to evaluate information 

 How to participate in a republic 

 

Today, civics has faded from many classrooms. In some 

states, it barely exists. In others, it’s reduced to a few 

weeks of memorizing branches of government. 

A republic cannot survive if its people do not understand 

how it works. And a generation raised without civics 

becomes a generation vulnerable to confusion, division, 

and manipulation. 

 

The Rise of Standardized Testing 

In the 1980s and 1990s, a new pressure entered the 

classroom: "testing". 

 Schools were measured by scores. 

 Teachers were evaluated by scores. 

 Funding was tied to scores. 

 Curriculum narrowed to what could be tested. 
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 Students became test takers, not thinkers. 

 

Critical thinking — the ability to analyze, question, and 

reason — cannot be measured by a bubble sheet. 

So it slowly disappeared from the center of the classroom. 

 

The Shift Towards Social‑Emotional Frameworks 

In recent decades, schools began adopting social‑ 

emotional learning frameworks. 

Some of this is valuable — teaching empathy, coop- 

eration, and emotional awareness. But in many places, 

these frameworks replaced content rather than supporting 

it. 

Time once spent on history, civics, and reasoning shifted 

toward messaging, themes, and guided emotional 

interpretation. 

Again, it’s not a conspiracy, it’s a drift. It has drifted away 

from knowledge and now moves toward narrative. 

 

The Politicization of Curriculum Battles 

As the nation grew more divided, schools became 

battlegrounds. 

Not over how to teach thinking — but over what to teach. 

One side demanded certain topics. The other side 
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demanded their removal. Boards fought. Parents fought. 

Teachers were caught in the middle. 

And while adults argued over content, students lost the 

one thing both sides forgot to defend: the ability to think 

independently. 

 

The Loss of Critical Thinking and Media Literacy 

In a world of screens, feeds, and endless information, 

students needed critical thinking more than ever. 

Instead, they received: 

 Slogans 

 Simplified narratives 

 Emotional framing 

 Curated content 

 Pre‑shaped interpretations 

 

They were taught to react, not to reason. 

And in a world where information is abundant but clarity is 

rare, this left them vulnerable — not because they are 

weak, but because they were never taught the tools to 

navigate the fog. 

 

The Result: A Generation More Easily Divided 

When schools stop teaching students how to think: 
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 Emotion replaces analysis 

 Identity replaces inquiry 

 Outrage replaces understanding 

 Division replaces dialogue 

 Confusion replaces clarity 

 

This is not the fault of teachers. It is not the fault of 

students. It is not the fault of one party or one president. 

It is the result of a quiet, decades‑long drift in the purpose 

of education. A drift that mirrors every other drift in this 

booklet. 

 

Why This Matters for a Republic 

A republic depends on citizens who can: 

Evaluate information — Question authority — Recognize 
patterns — Understand their rights — Think independently 
— Resist manipulation — See through the fog 

 

When a nation stops teaching these skills, the people lose 

the ability to keep the republic they inherited. 

And the next generation — your grandchildren's 

generation — enters adulthood without the tools the 

founders assumed every citizen would have. 
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The Quiet Shift 

This chapter is not an attack. It is a reminder. 

A reminder that education is not just about careers, tests, 

or social messaging. It is about preparing citizens to 

participate in a free society. 

When schools stop teaching students how to think, the 

drift of the nation accelerates. When schools restore 

critical thinking, the drift slows — and clarity returns. 

The quiet shift in American education is one of the most 

important drifts of the last century. Why, because it 

shaped the minds of the people who will inherit everything 

that comes next. 
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Chapter 9 

What We Owe 
    the Next Generation 

 

A Republic is Borrowed, Not Owned 

Every generation inherits a nation it did not build. Every 

generation passes on a nation it did not fully control. 

And somewhere in between those two realities lies a 

responsibility that cannot be delegated: 

We must leave the next generation a country they can still 

recognize. Not perfect. Not painless, but intact. The young 

do not inherit our conclusions. 

They inherit the consequences of our attention — or our 

neglect. 

 

The Drift They Were Born Into 

Your grandchildren and their friends were born into a 

world where: 

 Emergencies are normal 

 Surveillance is routine 

 Information is emotional 

 Truth is foggy 

 Institutions are distrusted 

 Division is expected 
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 The noise never stops 

 

None of this is their fault. None of this was their choice. 

But all of it will shape the world they grow up in. They 

deserve more than confusion. They deserve more than 

noise. 

They deserve more than a fog they didn’t create. They 

deserve clarity — and clarity begins with us. 

 

What We Cannot Give Them 

We cannot give them certainty. We cannot give them a 

world without conflict. We cannot give them a government 

that never drifts. We cannot give them a society that never 

stumbles. 

And we cannot give them our conclusions — because 

conclusions without understanding become beliefs without 

roots. 

 

What We Can Give Them 

We can give them something far more powerful: 

 The courage to question 

 The discipline to think 

 The habit of paying attention 

 The humility to admit when something doesn’t 
make sense 
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 The strength to stand alone when the crowd is loud 

 The awareness that freedom is not self‑maintaining 

 The understanding that vigilance is not paranoia — 
it is responsibility 

 

These are not political gifts. They are civic gifts. Human 

gifts. Generational gifts. 

 

The Most Important Lesson 

The next generation does not need us to tell them what to 

believe. They need us to show them how to look. Because 

the truth is simple: 

A free people stay free only when they choose to see. 

If we teach them to see — truly see — then they will 

navigate the fog better than we did. 

They will recognize drift sooner than we did. 

They will question narratives more calmly than we did. 

They will protect their own minds in ways we were never 

taught. 

And they will keep the republic not because we told them 

to — but because they understand why it matters. 
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The Legacy We Leave 

One day, long after we are gone, they will face their own 

moments of drift. 

Their own emergencies, their own fog and yes their own 
crossroads. 

 

And in those moments, they will remember not our 

opinions, but our example. 

They will remember that someone in their family cared 

enough to look. They cared enough to question and they 

cared enough to understand and to leave them a map — 

not of answers, but of awareness. 

That is the legacy of a free people. That is the inheritance 

of a republic. That is what we owe the next generation. 
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Chapter 10 

In Closing: 
     The Responsibility We Inherited — 

      and the One We Leave Behind 

A nation rarely loses itself in a single moment. It happens 

slowly, in the quiet years when people stop paying 

attention. Rights aren’t taken by force; they fade through 

small exchanges made in the name of comfort, safety, or 

convenience. 

No enemy rewrote our laws. The changes came softly, 

wrapped in good intentions, until the ground beneath us 

was no longer the ground our grandparents knew. We 

were busy living our lives, trusting the system we inherited 

— and in that space, government grew. 

When we hesitated to hold the guilty accountable, the 

state regulated everyone. When we stopped teaching our 

children how to think, the system taught them what to 

think. When we stopped insisting on limits, government 

filled every corner of daily life. And when we stopped 

guarding our rights, they slowly became permissions. 

None of this arrived with a dramatic announcement. It 

happened in the ordinary years when we assumed 

freedom would maintain itself. 

There was a time when the rules were simple: if you 

harmed someone, you answered for it; if you didn't, you 

were free. That was the world of common law — personal 
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responsibility, individual sovereignty, rights assumed and 

government limited. 

Today, before you act, you must show compliance. Before 

you move, you must seek permission. Even when you 

harm no one, you are treated as though you might. A 

mother driving her children to a park is processed like a 

commercial carrier, not because she is dangerous, but 

because the system no longer distinguishes liberty from 

commerce. 

This is not the world the Founders built. It is the world we 

allowed to grow around us. 

But nothing about this drift is permanent. Patterns can be 

broken. Responsibility can be reclaimed. Freedom can be 

remembered — not through anger or rebellion, but 

through awareness. 

We are not passengers in someone else's story. We are 

the descendants of people who believed ordinary citizens 

were capable of extraordinary responsibility. They trusted 

us with something rare: a republic that depends on its 

people to keep it. 

Remember Franklin's warning it wasn't a riddle: "A 

Republic, if you can keep it".  

 

A Call to Future Generations 

To my granddaughters, their friends, and every young 

American who will inherit the consequences of our 

choices: you will decide whether freedom remains a living 
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inheritance or becomes a forgotten word in a very old 

document. 

You don't need to fix everything at once. You don’t need 

to fight every battle. You only need to do what too many 

free generations forgot to do: pay attention, ask questions, 

hold power to its limits, and protect the rights that protect 

you. 

The drift ends the moment someone notices it. A republic 

is kept the moment someone decides it is worth keeping. 

That someone can be you. 

If this booklet has done anything, I hope it has reminded 

you of one truth: 

Your mind is your last line of defense. Your attention is 

your quiet form of courage. You'll need clarity, courage, 

and examples. My hope is that your lives become the 

examples others will need. 

This republic wasn't handed to us with a warning, but I 

hope we've left you something to build on. The keeping of 

the foundation is now in your hands. 

 

 

 

 

My thanks to the tools and technology that helped me organize my thoughts and shape 

these chapters. I'm grateful for the assistance that helped me bring clarity to ideas I 

struggled to express alone. 
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Resources   Type below links into your favorite browser 

Copy of Original 1871 Incorporating of US 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YgPiR17RP1guA6XpJFhdis1FtgUHn3r8/view

?usp=drive_link 

Copy of Original Emergency Powers Act of 1975 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uGeXpx78vLzWfcPnk7wJD6aFIMJCqvMn/vie

w?usp=drive_link 

The PATRIOT Act - cancelling "Bill of Rights" amendments... 
https://www.fincen.gov/resources/statutes-and-regulations/usa-patriot-act 

The Republic if you can keep it 
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/constitutionalconvention-september17.htm 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/support/resources/article/constitution-

week 

Common law v. UCC codified law 
https://lawschooltoolbox.com/common-law-vs-codified-law-whats-the-

difference 

1911 Police Power ruling 
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/law/police-powers-and-supreme-

court 

Copy of Original 1917 trading with the Enemies Act - We the People 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xT2nBRfMSSL6ll0ZEZcI7crXi_zzIsB6/view?u

sp=drive_link 

Emergency Banking Act of 1933 
https://www.federalreservehistory.org/essays/emergency-banking-act-of-1933   

International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/50/chapter-35 

The Smith–Mundt Act of 1948, revised 2012 
https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/pdin_monitor_article/smith-mundt-belatedly-

enters-21st-century 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YgPiR17RP1guA6XpJFhdis1FtgUHn3r8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YgPiR17RP1guA6XpJFhdis1FtgUHn3r8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uGeXpx78vLzWfcPnk7wJD6aFIMJCqvMn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uGeXpx78vLzWfcPnk7wJD6aFIMJCqvMn/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.fincen.gov/resources/statutes-and-regulations/usa-patriot-act
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/constitutionalconvention-september17.htm
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/support/resources/article/constitution-week
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/support/resources/article/constitution-week
https://lawschooltoolbox.com/common-law-vs-codified-law-whats-the-difference
https://lawschooltoolbox.com/common-law-vs-codified-law-whats-the-difference
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/law/police-powers-and-supreme-court
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/law/police-powers-and-supreme-court
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xT2nBRfMSSL6ll0ZEZcI7crXi_zzIsB6/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xT2nBRfMSSL6ll0ZEZcI7crXi_zzIsB6/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.federalreservehistory.org/essays/emergency-banking-act-of-1933
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/50/chapter-35
https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/pdin_monitor_article/smith-mundt-belatedly-enters-21st-century
https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/pdin_monitor_article/smith-mundt-belatedly-enters-21st-century
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The Constitution of the united States of America — Bill of 

Rights — Declaration of Independence 
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs 

Observation's I’ve seen throughout my life...  Your Pop... 

 

The "Bill of Rights" 

1st Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 

2nd Amendment: A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, 
shall not be infringed. 

3rd Amendment: No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in 
any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but 
in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

4th Amendment: The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall be issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 

5th Amendment: No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 

otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 
Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in 
the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor 
shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to 
be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 
taken for public use, without just compensation. 

6th Amendment: In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy 

the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State 
and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which 

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs
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district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted 
with the witness against him; to have compulsory process for 
obtaining witness in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel 
for his defense. 

7th Amendment: In Suits at common law, where the value in 

controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall 
be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-
examined in any Court of the United States, than according to rules of 
the common law. 

8th Amendment: Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

9th Amendment: The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by 
the people. 

10th Amendment: The powers not delegated to the United States by 

the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the people. 

 

The below book started me on a journey to find the truth...  

 

Fruit from a Poisonous Tree,  
285 pages 

This book is a veritable powerhouse that shatters, 
in one instant, the wall of lies and deceit that took 
decades to build upon impressionable minds. Now 
you’ll know the answers, and I think it'll upset you to 
no end. 
 
Free PDF Download 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P1fg4hE6JZq7j_q3yVIzuEzOgWXFqWOh/vie
w?usp=drive_link 

 

You can also purchase a hard copy of this book on Amazon.com 

https://www.amazon.com/Fruit-Poisonous-Tree-Mel-Stamper/dp/0595524966 

/ref=sr_1_1? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P1fg4hE6JZq7j_q3yVIzuEzOgWXFqWOh/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P1fg4hE6JZq7j_q3yVIzuEzOgWXFqWOh/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.amazon.com/Fruit-Poisonous-Tree-Mel-Stamper/dp/0595524966/ref=sr_1_1?
https://www.amazon.com/Fruit-Poisonous-Tree-Mel-Stamper/dp/0595524966/ref=sr_1_1?

